
KAHALAOPUNA

To our avid Moʻolelo Monday followers, we carry on where we left off last month with
Kahalaopuna being killed by her bewildered lover, Kauhi, after false rumors were spread
about her. Pueo was able to resurrect her and advised her to find Kauhi and make him
realize that she had always been faithful to him. So the rainbow maiden of Mānoa
began her journey.

Kahalaopuna searched from Mānoa, through Pauoa and finally found Kauhi in the
uplands of Kalāwahine. She dropped in front of him and pledged her love to him but her
cries fell on deaf ears and a cold heart and he swung his newa down, killing the poor girl
again.

The pueo, again, scratched her out and revived her. This was repeated again and again
in Nuʻuanu and then in Kalihi. At Pōhākea in Waiʻanae, he struck her down once more
but this time he set a pile of pōhaku over her burial, ensuring that the owl was not able
to free her and restore her life.

An ʻElepaio who was a dear friend to Kahalaopuna
witnessed the cruelties and saw that Pueo couldnʻt save
her. As soon as this ʻElepaio saw that the Pueo couldnʻt
free the body of Kahalaopuna, it flew straight to her
parents, Kahaukani and Kauakuahine, and told them all
that had happened.

There was disbelief that anyone in their senses, including Kauhi, could be guilty of such
cruelty to such a lovely, innocent being.

In the meantime, the spirit of Kahalaopuna was
discovered by a young man named Mahana.
Moved with compassion, Mahana followed the
spirit which led him to her burial. He proceeded to
remove the rocks and discovered Kahalaopunaʻs
lifeless body.

He wrapped her warm body in his kīhei and carried it to his
home at Mōʻiliʻili. There, he submitted her body to his
ʻaumakua who aided in restoring her life. Fearing Kauhi



would kill her again, they knew they must keep her resurrection a secret.

A manhunt was underway to fetch Kauhi as
well as the 2 surfers whose lies led to the
atrocities. Kauhi was caught first and the
crimes committed against the poor,
innocent Kahalaopuna had been revealed
to all. Kauhi as well as the 2 surfers who
started the rumors were sentenced to
death by .

Kahalaopuna and her true prince charming, Mahana, agreed that it was their true fate
for them to be together and decided to live out their days with one another.

Some say they grew old together and had many children… and another story tells of
Kauhi getting his revenge in the form of a man eating shark. But one thing is for certain,
Kahalaopuna shows her presence often, filling Mānoaʻs skies with beautiful vibrant
rainbows, up until this very day.


