
Hauwahine lāua ʻo Meheanu
In Kailua on Oʻahu, lives a moʻo named Hauwahine. 
She is the guardian of the Kawainui pond. Meheanu, 
who is the moʻo guardian of Heʻeia fishpond, would 
often visit her dear friend Hauwahine at Kawainui. 

One hot and sunny day, the two moʻo wahine after a 
long day of swimming around in Kawainui, rested on 
the large rocks of Nā Pōhaku o Hauwahine to bask in 
the warmth of the sun. 

While they were resting, they saw a fisherman pre-
paring to throw his ʻupena. This fisherman's name 
was Kanakapī. Kanakapī saw his shot and threw his 
massive ʻupena out. His net spread out wide and laid 
over the entire school of fish he had his eyes set on. 

Kanakapī checked over his shoulder to see if anyone was watching him and when he thought the coast was 
clear, he started pulling in his heavy load of iʻa. He greedily counted his catch as 400 turned to 4,000.

Meanwhile, out of sight, the two moʻo guardians saw that Kanakapī caught waaay more iʻa than he needed. 
Hauwahine said to Meheanu, “Letʻs test the aloha of this kanaka”. The two beautiful moʻo wahine called out to 
the man, “HŪI!” and gestured Kanakapī to come over.  Kanakapī alarmingly glanced over at the beautiful wom-
en and hoped that they didnʻt see his catch. Before he made his way over to them, he carefully selected the 2 
smallest fish of his catch and hid the rest off to the side. Kanakapī carried the 2 iʻa over to Nā Pōhaku o Hauwa-
hine where the two wāhine waited. “Mmm those iʻa sure look yummy.” said Hauwahine “And we're really hun-
gry.”  Will you please share some iʻa with us?” Hauwahine added. “Uhm, I only caught 4 iʻa,” replied Kanakapī. 
“2 for my ʻohana, aaand I suppose I could share the other 2 so here’s 1 for each of you beautiful women”. Hau-
wahine and Meheanu were enraged by his stinginess. Hō ka pī! In a flash, the two women shifted into their moʻo 
forms. Hauwahine hissed and Meheanuʻs body writhed wildly. Kanakapī yelped in shock! Overcome by fear, he 
cried and pleaded “Forgive me for my stingy ways! E huikala mai!” Hauwahine and Meheanu came closer to 
the lawaiʻa. “Auē!” he cried. “I know I have been pī and I want to end my greedy ways! I will share all the iʻa with 
the community!” Hauwahine and Meheanu saw that Kanakapī was truly sorry for his stinginess and bowed their 
heads in acceptance of Kanakapī’s promise to no longer be a kanaka pī. From that day on, he became a kana-
ka lokomaikaʻi.


